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that the true method of rendering homage to truth
is to pursue it unremittingly, and with the firm
resolve to sacrifice everything to it.

Your desire is, that these Lectures should com-
bine to form one great historical presentation of the
efforts which the human race has made to resolve
the problems which surround it, and which deter-
mine its destiny. In the present condition of the
human mind, no one can hope to resolve these
problems; and we justly suspect all dogmatism,
simply because it is dogmatic. We are willing to
admit that a religious or philosophical system, may
and even must contain a certain element of absolute
truth; but we deny, even before we have examined
its claims, that it can possibly contain absolute truth
itself. "What we love is history. History, well
written, is always good. Eor even if it could be
proved that man, in his efforts to lay hold of the
infinite, had been pursuing a chimera, the story of
his attempts, always more noble than successful,
could not fail to be useful. It proves that, in very
truth, man, in virtue of his aspirations, emerges
from the circle of his bounded life; it shows what